April 28,2014

Representative John Shimkus, Chairman
U.S. House Subcommittee on Environment and Economy
Committee on Energy and Commerce

Dear Chairman Shimkus,

Thank you for releasing a new discussion draft of the Chemicals in Commerce Act on April 22nd, We
appreciate the process you have followed of oversight hearings and discussion drafts followed by
legislative hearings.

Regrettably, our analysis is that the draft still does not establish a federal TSCA program necessary
to protect public health and the environment and in fact remains weaker than even the status quo
of chemical regulation.

In short, the provisions that weaken the current federal program, combined with the rollback of
state programs, outweigh the improved provisions.

Though not an exhaustive list, our concerns include the following:

¢ EPA will remain unable to impose needed restrictions on unsafe chemicals. Though the new
draft clarifies the role of cost benefit analysis in the regulation of existing chemicals compared
to the earlier draft, the legal burden for EPA to take action is effectively the same as the
unworkable current law.

* Therequired assessments fall short of the mainstream recommendations made by the
American Academy of Pediatrics and the National Academy of Science, among others, which call
for aggregating the chemical exposures to vulnerable populations like pregnant women,
developing children or workers and ensuring they are protected. The precise meaning of
“significant risk” in the draft is unclear.

* The existing federal program is weakened in several areas, including oversight of new
chemicals, confidential business information, and the ability to restrict unsafe chemicals in
consumer products.

* The “low priority” category still creates the possibility that many chemicals will be treated as
safe - and proliferate in new products and applications- though they have not been subjected to
a thorough safety review.

* The preemption remains sweeping, thereby curtailing functioning state programs in exchange
for a federal program that will continue to be dysfunctional.

We encourage the committee to focus on creating credible and timely safety reviews for existing
chemicals combined with crystal clear authority for EPA to impose needed restrictions, and to
abandon efforts to weaken existing state and federal authority and reduce transparency. We look
forward to working with you on meaningful federal reform.
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